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 Of Love and Loss 

 By Mitchell J. Roth, Grade 3.5 (with Grade 4 Violin Solo) 

 Program Notes: 
 Of Love and Loss  was written in memory of the composer’s late brother, and communicates loss in a way words fail to 
 express. Violin and piano soloists work with the orchestra to navigate the story of a young man’s 2 weeks of life and the 
 impact this life left on those who loved him. The piece gives performers a chance to express a range of emotion 
 through advanced musicality and mature phrasing, gorgeous melodies and lush harmonies. 

 About the music: 
 This work is dedicated to my late brother, Isaac. His two weeks of life left a profound impact on my own existence, 
 leaving me with fond memories and regrets about the time we spent together. My memory of Isaac has taken many 
 forms in my music, first manifesting as a brass chorale and later as a work for a concert band. Seven years and eight 
 months after his passing, this music asserted itself as a work for string orchestra, solo piano and violin. 

 Rehearsal Suggestions: 
 - The solo parts are not directly representative of Isaac, but the story is incomplete without them. Please rehearse with 
 the soloists as much as possible. 
 - Soloists and sections should utilize legato style and vibrato where appropriate. 
 - Please focus efforts to perfect intonation in the E major section of the piece: this portion represents the final minutes of 
 my brother’s life. 
 - In times of stillness, especially at the very end of the piece, the director and ensemble should determine whether 
 vibrato makes sense. 

 - Mitchell J. Roth 

 About the Composer 

 Mitchell J. Roth (he/they) is a composer, multi-instrumentalist, and student from Metro 
 Detroit, Michigan. He performs in the Detroit Metro Youth Symphony and studies 
 composition with Mr. Andy Jarema. Mitchell’s works (especially for concert band) 
 receive frequent premieres in Metro Detroit and are performed throughout Michigan 
 and online. They will graduate from North Farmington High School in 2024 and plan to 
 pursue composition in college. Mitchell’s first publication,  Of Love and Loss,  for string 
 orchestra, was written at the age of 15. 
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 Be sure to check out all the great works from 

 Randall Standridge Music: Orchestra 

 (recordings and sample scores at randallstandridge.com) 

 Grade .5 to 1.5 
 A Touch of Glass  by Bob Lipton 

 Bronco Rapids  by Caryn Wiegand Neidhold 
 Mechanical Monsters  by Randall Standridge 

 Shadow Fire  by Randall Standridge 
 The 101  by Katie O’Hara LaBrie 

 Grade 2 - 2.5 
 Dance Pizzicato  by David Bobrowitz 

 Goblins & Ghouls  by Katie O’Hara LaBrie 
 Fragile  by Randall Standridge 

 La Bruja  arranged by Jorge Vargas 
 Santa the Barbarian  by Randall Standridge 

 Grade 3-4 
 Dragonfly’s Journey  by Avner Dorman 

 Harvest Ritual  by Jeffrey Hart 
 Jump!  by Katie O’Hara LaBrie 

 Of Love and Loss  by Mitchell J. Roth 
 Zephyr  by Caryn Wiegand Neidhold 


